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SGIS Annual Conference Program
Friday, March 10, 2017

Time

08:00–08:30
08:30–08:45
08:45–09:45
09:45–10:15

10:15–12:15

12:15–13:30

13:30–15:30

15:45–16:30

16:30–16:45
16:45–19:30

Conference Event

Registration and Welcome Refreshments
Opening Remarks by Director ZIS and SGIS President and Chair
Keynote by Margaret Heffernan 
Refreshments and Visit Exhibitors

Session 1 
Appetite and Aptitude: Cultivating a Love of Learning
Real-World Learning That Lasts
Coaching Conversations
Practical Strategies for Making Math Far More to Our Students
Concept-Based Inquiry: Teaching and Learning for Understanding
Your New Best Friend
Becoming an Action Researcher
Issues of Inclusion and Reform
Learning Through Sensory Integration
Visions That Matter
The Interactive Read Aloud: The Component That Ties It All Together
Unpacking Fractions: Teaching and Learning Fractions with Understanding;  
for Grades 3–7

Lunch and Visit Exhibitors

Session 2
Concept-Based Inquiry in Action: Instructional Strategies to  
Promote Understanding
Engaging Stakeholders to Sustain School Change
Coaching in the Classroom
Breathing Classroom Life into NCTM’s Eight Mathematical  
Teaching Practices
Cultivating Algebraic Ways of Thinking in PreK–5: Building Bridges to  
Abstract Mathematics; for Grades PreK–5
About Rules
Work Less Party More: Building Collaborative Professional Learning
How Sustainable Are Student Support Programs in International Schools?
Classroom Strategies for Children with Sensory Integration Disorders
Pitch Perfect
The Writing Workshop: What Matters Most, How to Get Started and  
How to Make It Work for You

Reflection: Facilitated Breakout Sessions in Designated Classrooms

Visit Exhibitors
Apéro Riche

Speaker

 

 
Margaret Heffernan
Suzie Boss
Suzanna Prout (Xenonex)
Steve Leinwand
Carla Marshall
Lesley Stephenson
Jim Parsons
Laurie Hawkins
Maddalene Randall
Ewan McIntosh
Christy Curran
Monica Neagoy 

Carla Marshall 

Suzie Boss
Suzanna Prout (Xenonex)
Steve Leinwand 

Monica Neagoy 

Lesley Stephenson
Jim Parsons
Laurie Hawkins
Maddalene Randall
Ewan McIntosh
Christy Curran 
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Time

08:00–08:30
08:30–08:45

08:50–09:45

 
09:50–10:15

10:15–12:15

12:15–13:45 

13:45–14:45

14:45–15:00

Conference Event

Tea/Coffee (1st Floor Exhibitors’ Area)
Welcome (Theater)

Session 3
Faculty and Student Presentations
 
Refreshments and Visit Exhibitors

Session 4
Concept-Based Inquiry: Teaching and Learning for Understanding
Real-World Learning That Lasts
Coaching Conversations
Practical Strategies for Making Math Far More Accessible to Our Students
Your New Best Friend
Becoming an Action Researcher
Issues of Inclusion and Reform
Learning Through Sensory Integration
Visions That Matter
The Interactive Read Aloud: The Component That Ties It All Together
Unpacking Fractions: Teaching and Learning Fractions with Understanding; 
for Grades 3–7

Lunch, Networking and Visit Exhibitors; 
Primary and Secondary Principal’s Meeting (location TBD)

Session 5
Faculty and Student Presentations

Closing Remarks (Theater)

Speaker

 

Carla Marshall
Suzie Boss
Suzanna Prout (Xenonex)
Steve Leinwand
Lesley Stephenson
Jim Parsons
Laurie Hawkins
Maddalene Randall
Ewan McIntosh
Christy Curran
Monica Neagoy 

 

 

SGIS Annual Conference Program
Saturday, March 11, 2017
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Sessions 1–2
Friday, March 10, 2017

Session 1, 10:15–12:15

 Appetite and Aptitude: Cultivating a Love of Learning 
(Margaret Heffernan)

If automation and artificial intelligence are to replace 
millions of jobs, what kind of skills will our children need in 
the future? No one really knows. What we can be sure of, 
however, is that they will need to love learning, to be able to 
acquire and develop skills and understanding for any number 
of careers and roles. This workshop will explore what helps 
– and hinders – the appetite and aptitude for learning with 
which all children begin their lives.

 Real-World Learning That Lasts (Suzie Boss)
Projects that connect students with the real world make 
the learning experience more relevant and memorable. 
Such experiences are too valuable to leave to chance. This 
hands-on session introduces strategies and tools to build 
authentic PBL into the curriculum. We will explore strategies 
for designing community-based projects, in which students 
take the lead on local problem solving; opportunities for 
global collaboration and action; building sustainable school-
community partnerships; and troubleshooting common 
challenges to projects that extend beyond the traditional 
classroom.

 Coaching Conversations (Suzanna Prout, Xenonex)
Improve the quality of conversation and peer relationships 
in your teams by understanding the power of active listening 
and probing questioning in this practical workshop. Practise 
the art of asking “magic” coaching questions to raise self-
awareness in day-to-day interactions with colleagues.

 Practical Strategies for Making Math Far More to  
Our Students (Steve Leinwand)

This fast-paced, example-laden presentation will discuss 
and model a set of research-affirmed strategies that help 
us make mathematics more accessible to our students 
including using multiple representations, eliciting alternative 
approaches, building language-rich classrooms and 
employing on-going cumulative review.

 Concept-Based Inquiry: Teaching and Learning for 
Understanding (Carla Marshall)

Inquiry-based approaches to teaching and learning are 
employed in many international school classrooms to 
support student-centered research and investigation. While 
it is evident that students gain a range of skills during such 
learning engagements, how can we be certain that students 
are acquiring concepts and forming transferrable conceptual 
understandings through the inquiry process? This workshop 
will address this question by providing a model for Concept-
Based Inquiry that promotes conceptual thinking at all 
stages of an inquiry. To support educators in understanding 
what this may look like, videos of classroom practice will 
be shared. Participants can expect to walk away from this 
workshop with an understanding of the components of 
Concept-Based Inquiry and an awareness of strategies for 
supporting conceptual understanding in the classroom. This 
workshop will be tailored to teachers and administrators 
of students from Kindergarten to Grade 5, although the 
applicability of the inquiry model extends into Middle School 
and High School.

 Your New Best Friend (Lesley Stephenson)
Teaching in today’s international classrooms can be a 
stressful activity. Although often suppressed, anger and 
frustration are commonplace among teachers, and can 
interfere with the sustainability of successful schooling if left 
unattended. In this workshop, Lesley Stephenson explains 
why anger is not inherently bad, and how it can be used 
to drive peak performance in the classroom or elsewhere. 
Lesley is an internationally recognized coach on anger 
management and will provide participants with a protocol 
for handling and rechanneling anger and frustration.

 Becoming an Action Researcher (Jim Parsons)
In this workshop, we will work through the “idea” of action 
research and work with each person to plan an action 
research project that person might do during the next year. 
By the end of the workshop, those attending will have 
worked to plan methods, plan data collection, and plan all 
the way through to a sharing of that research. During the 
workshop, you will have the opportunity to collaborate with 
colleagues and help build their project.
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 Issues of Inclusion and Reform (Laurie Hawkins)
There is not a single model of inclusion with views lying 
along a long continuum.

Full Inclusionists contend that all children belong in 
regular classrooms; all the time. Learning support programs 
must be merged with regular programs. Partial Inclusionists 
suggest that only students who meet certain standards 
should be integrated into regular education programs. They 
believe that not all students can be managed and taught 
effectively in the regular classroom, all the time. Students 
should be partially mainstreamed and only with support 
systems in place. Exclusionists believe only students who 
have met well established criteria belong in regular classes. 
Students who assess well above or below grade level should 
be retained, accelerated or programmed for in special 
education, be that a school within a school, or a specialized 
school.

There are arguments and counterarguments for 
every step along the continuum. Part 1 of this workshop 
will address the arguments. In Part 2 of the workshop, 
participants will audit their own school’s inclusion policy and 
practice. Participants will come away with a set of questions 
to be further discussed with their own school’s Admission 
and Leadership Teams.

 Learning Through Sensory Integration  
(Maddalene Randall)

Children have a natural desire to explore, to learn and to grow. 
This process can become thwarted if somewhere along the 
way, they become “stuck”, whether it is due to neurological 
impairment or sensory integrative dysfunction. This leads to 
developmental delays, behavioural issues, learning difficulties, 
etc. We are committed to helping children grow and learn 
through their own natural desire to explore in a fun, safe and 
successful atmosphere. Areas that we will discuss include:

 Motor Abilities
— Gross Motor Coordination
— Fine Motor Coordination
— Motor Planning and Sequencing 

 Sensory Abilities
— Sensory Integration
— Self-Regulation/Modulation
— Visual Perception
— Tactile Defensiveness
— Auditory Defensiveness
 

Functional Abilities
— Handwriting
— Visual-Spatial Skills
— Attention/Focus Skills
— Organizational Skills
— Self-Help Skills

 Visions That Matter (Ewan McIntosh)
Whether you’re the Director of a large school or a classroom 
teacher trying to engage a team of parents or students, 
knowing the WHY is vital. Knowing how to express it is 
another game altogether. Visions in education are invariably 
written in meaningless truisms. In this workshop, you will 
take an existing challenge or headache in your work, rewrite 
your vision, or create a new one, for a school, for a class 
or for a new project. And there won’t be one “excellence”, 
“paradigm” or “21st century” in sight.

 The Interactive Read Aloud: The Component That Ties 
It All Together (Christy Curran)

In this workshop you will learn the power of the 
Interactive Read Aloud. How it will support your children’s 
comprehension work as well listening and speaking practice. 
You will learn how to plan a read aloud considering all areas 
of literacy in mind. You will learn how to select books that 
matter and support other areas in your day.

 Unpacking Fractions: Teaching and Learning Fractions 
with Understanding; for Grades 3–7 (Monica Neagoy)

In truth, fractions are considered one of the most difficult 
topics for students to learn and teachers to teach. 
Historically, the teaching of fractions has focused primarily 
on teaching rules, algorithms, and procedures. Recent 
standards for mathematics have raised expectations for 
teachers and students by emphasizing understanding and 
visualization. Informed by research and 25 years of practice, 
this session will:

1. Address students’ main misconceptions about fractions
2. Provide seven fundamental insights into sound fraction 

pedagogy
3. Explore challenging problems that help address 

students’ misconceptions
4. Highlight bridges from elementary fractions to key MS 

and HS math concepts
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Session 2, 13:30–15:30

 Concept-Based Inquiry in Action: Instructional 
Strategies to Promote Understanding (Carla Marshall) 

What does a concept-based curriculum look like and 
how can this be translated into instructional strategies 
that support the development of deep understanding in 
students? In this session, participants will be engaged in 
a variety of teaching practices that help students think 
conceptually. Referencing the model of Concept-Based 
Inquiry shared at a previous session, video clips will be 
shared to illustrate key instructional strategies. Participants 
will have the opportunity to consider how these practices 
can enhance units they are currently teaching in schools. 
They will leave with a toolkit of strategies that can be 
immediately implemented in the classroom.

This workshop leads on from the previous session, 
“Concept-Based Inquiry: Teaching and Learning for 
Understanding”. It is tailored to teachers and administrators 
of students from Kindergarten to Grade 5, although the 
applicability of many instructional strategies extends into 
Middle School and High School. Participants are invited to 
bring along a unit they would like to work on to this session, 
although this is not required.

 Engaging Stakeholders to Sustain School Change 
(Suzie Boss)

A number of trends—including makerspaces, project-
based learning, design thinking, blended learning—have 
the potential to disrupt traditional notions of school. As 
educators consider approaches to better meet the needs of 
today’s learners, they can’t afford to leave stakeholders out 
of the conversation. In this session, we will explore strategies 
for stakeholder engagement shared by school leaders from 
diverse contexts. Short case studies will help participants 
consider their own strategies for engaging a coalition of the 
willing to partner in the change process. Participants will 
craft their own future stories to communicate and sustain 
their community’s vision for engaged learning.

 Coaching in the Classroom (Suzanna Prout, Xenonex)
Help develop your students into independent, resilient, 
solution-focused learners with this fast-paced, interactive 
workshop. Experience a broad range of coaching tools and 
techniques that will help transform your classroom practice 
and enable your students to unlock barriers to learning.

 Breathing Classroom Life into NCTM’s Eight 
Mathematical Teaching Practices (Steve Leinwand)

This session will model a number of practical approaches 
for ensuring that goals, tasks, representations, questions, 

discourse, fluency, struggle and evidence are planned into 
every one of our lessons and implemented in ways that 
strengthen instruction.

 Cultivating Algebraic Ways of Thinking in PreK–5:  
Building Bridges to Abstract Mathematics;  
for Grades PreK–5 (Monica Neagoy)

Our children of today, or the leaders of tomorrow, will 
live in a world with technological tools whose capabilities 
exceed our imagination. This reality gives us pause and begs 
the question, “What is our purpose in teaching operations 
and computation when already existing tools compute 
more quickly, efficiently, and correctly than we?” Abundant 
research has shown that children bring to the table their 
own mathematical ideas, and that all students are capable of 
sophisticated mathematical thinking. The challenge for us all 
is knowing how to cultivate this sophisticated mathematical 
thinking in all our students. Informed by research and 25 
years of practice, this session will:

1. Present the different models or metaphors associated 
with all four operations, and emphasize the ones that 
empower students on their mathematical journey

2. Illustrate what it means to see number and operation 
through algebraic lenses

3. Present challenging explorations that get students out 
of number numbness and

4. Highlight how to build bridges, not walls, from ES 
mathematics to higher mathematics

 About Rules (Lesley Stephenson)
Of all the elements which can promote or destroy 
sustainable success in the classroom, the widespread lack 
of recognition for the private rules of both teachers and 
students belongs at the top of the list. From a very early 
age, children create or acquire their own portfolio of “silent 
rules”, and often carry them into adulthood – even if they 
are no longer aware that the rules are in operation. In this 
workshop, Lesley Stephenson will guide participants through 
a closer investigation of silent rules and their origins, and 
will discuss the damaging impact that many rules have on 
both students and teachers. She will share examples from 
her international teaching career and also from some of the 
well-known business figures with whom she has worked.

 Work Less Party More: Building Collaborative 
Professional Learning (Jim Parsons)

This workshop will focus on promoting teacher 
collaboration. There is much research on teacher 
collaboration, and we will share some of the reasons for 
collaboration and some of the ways it might be done in 
teachers’ work and lives.
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 How Sustainable Are Student Support Programs in 
International Schools? (Laurie Hawkins)

International schools are under tremendous pressure to 
accept students with widely diverse needs. The cost of 
Student Support Programs is high and schools are struggling 
to keep up to the demands of the commonly established 
practice: As the numbers of needy students grows so does 
the need for hiring more learning support teachers and 
specialists.

This presentation will look at how some schools are 
restructuring their staffing and professional development 
practice seeking a “different approach” than the established 
practice of “hiring more” to meet growing need.

 Classroom Strategies for Children with Sensory 
Integration Disorders (Maddalene Randall)

Children with Sensory Integration disorders show marked 
fluctuations and inconsistencies in processing information. 
The unpredictable behavior that results causes frustration 
and bewilderment in the most capable of teachers. Many 
of these children cannot alter a difficult situation or change 
their response to fit the demands of the situation. Therefore, 
parents, teachers, and therapists must work together to 
adapt the children’s school environment and help them 
respond to difficult situations in more positive ways. The 
more successful children feel, the more motivated they will 
be to attempt more challenging tasks.

The school environment can be adapted in a number 
of ways that help all students and especially those with 
Sensory Integration Disorders achieve greater academic 
success. These adaptations range from changes in the 
physical surroundings, to changes in daily routines, to 
changes in the presentation of academic material.

Please note that the presenter highly recommends 
that you have previously attended the “Learning Through 
Sensory Integration” presentation either here or at previous 
conference.

 Pitch Perfect (Ewan McIntosh)
 Sharing your new ideas without ostracising the people 

who will make it work.
This is a pitch school for innovators, whether you are a 
student or teacher, Board member or leader. Without 
knowing how to share your interesting practice and ideas, 
especially after a few inspiring days of conference, you 
always risk falling short of the engagement you need 
to share, spread and grow your practice, from your own 
classroom across an entire school. Here, you’ll learn how to 
tell your story of change in a way that will bring more folk on 
board than ever before. 

 How to get students to synthesis large amounts of 
new information and find meaning for themselves. 

We want kids to take on more responsibility for learning, and 
learning how to find meaning is the key skill required to do 
that. In this 90 minute session, try out a spectacular method 
for putting that skill to work.

 The Writing Workshop: What Matters Most,  
How to Get Started and How to Make It Work for You 
(Christy Curran)

In this workshop you will learn how to use a mentor text 
in the teaching of writing. You will learn not only how to 
select the text, but also what parts to use for different areas 
of instruction. In addition, you will learn how a single text 
can be used to support the writing work you do and also the 
reading work.
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Session 3, 08:50-09:45

 Faculty and Student Presentations

 
Session 4, 10:15–12:15

 Real-World Learning That Lasts (Suzie Boss)
Projects that connect students with the real world make 
the learning experience more relevant and memorable. 
Such experiences are too valuable to leave to chance. This 
hands-on session introduces strategies and tools to build 
authentic PBL into the curriculum. We will explore strategies 
for designing community-based projects, in which students 
take the lead on local problem solving; opportunities for 
global collaboration and action; building sustainable school-
community partnerships; and troubleshooting common 
challenges to projects that extend beyond the traditional 
classroom.

 Coaching Conversations (Suzanna Prout, Xenonex)
Improve the quality of conversation and peer relationships 
in your teams by understanding the power of active listening 
and probing questioning in this practical workshop. Practise 
the art of asking “magic” coaching questions to raise self-
awareness in day-to-day interactions with colleagues.

 Practical Strategies for Making Math Far More to  
Our Students (Steve Leinwand)

This fast-paced, example-laden presentation will discuss 
and model a set of research-affirmed strategies that help 
us make mathematics more accessible to our students 
including using multiple representations, eliciting alternative 
approaches, building language-rich classrooms and 
employing on-going cumulative review.

 Concept-Based Inquiry: Teaching and Learning for 
Understanding (Carla Marshall)

Inquiry-based approaches to teaching and learning are 
employed in many international school classrooms to 
support student-centered research and investigation. While 
it is evident that students gain a range of skills during such 
learning engagements, how can we be certain that students 

Sessions 3–5
Saturday, March 11, 2017

are acquiring concepts and forming transferrable conceptual 
understandings through the inquiry process? This workshop 
will address this question by providing a model for Concept-
Based Inquiry that promotes conceptual thinking at all 
stages of an inquiry. To support educators in understanding 
what this may look like, videos of classroom practice will 
be shared. Participants can expect to walk away from this 
workshop with an understanding of the components of 
Concept-Based Inquiry and an awareness of strategies for 
supporting conceptual understanding in the classroom. This 
workshop will be tailored to teachers and administrators 
of students from Kindergarten to Grade 5, although the 
applicability of the inquiry model extends into Middle School 
and High School.

 Your New Best Friend (Lesley Stephenson)
Teaching in today’s international classrooms can be a 
stressful activity. Although often suppressed, anger and 
frustration are commonplace among teachers, and can 
interfere with the sustainability of successful schooling if left 
unattended. In this workshop, Lesley Stephenson explains 
why anger is not inherently bad, and how it can be used 
to drive peak performance in the classroom or elsewhere. 
Lesley is an internationally recognized coach on anger 
management and will provide participants with a protocol 
for handling and rechanneling anger and frustration.

 Becoming an Action Researcher (Jim Parsons)
In this workshop, we will work through the „idea“ of action 
research and work with each person to plan an action 
research project that person might do during the next year. 
By the end of the workshop, those attending will have 
worked to plan methods, plan data collection, and plan all 
the way through to a sharing of that research. During the 
workshop, you will have the opportunity to collaborate with 
colleagues and help build their project.
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 Issues of Inclusion and Reform (Laurie Hawkins)
There is not a single model of inclusion with views lying 
along a long continuum.

Full Inclusionists contend that all children belong in 
regular classrooms; all the time. Learning support programs 
must be merged with regular programs. Partial Inclusionists 
suggest that only students who meet certain standards should 
be integrated into regular education programs. They believe 
that not all students can be managed and taught effectively 
in the regular classroom, all the time. Students should be 
partially mainstreamed and only with support systems in 
place. Exclusionists believe only students who have met well 
established criteria belong in regular classes. Students who 
assess well above or below grade level should be retained, 
accelerated or programmed for in special education, be that 
a school within a school, or a specialized school.

There are arguments and counterarguments for 
every step along the continuum. Part 1 of this workshop 
will address the arguments. In Part 2 of the workshop, 
participants will audit their own school’s inclusion policy and 
practice. Participants will come away with a set of questions 
to be further discussed with their own school’s Admission 
and Leadership Teams.

 Learning Through Sensory Integration  
(Maddalene Randall)

Children have a natural desire to explore, to learn and to 
grow. This process can become thwarted if somewhere 
along the way, they become “stuck”, whether it is due to 
neurological impairment or sensory integrative dysfunction. 
This leads to developmental delays, behavioural issues, 
learning difficulties, etc. We are committed to helping 
children grow and learn through their own natural desire to 
explore in a fun, safe and successful atmosphere. Areas that 
we will discuss include:

 Motor Abilities
— Gross Motor Coordination
— Fine Motor Coordination
— Motor Planning and Sequencing 

 Sensory Abilities
— Sensory Integration
— Self-Regulation/Modulation
— Visual Perception
— Tactile Defensiveness
— Auditory Defensiveness 

 Functional Abilities
— Handwriting
— Visual-Spatial Skills
— Attention/Focus Skills
— Organizational Skills
— Self-Help Skills

 Visions That Matter (Ewan McIntosh)
Whether you’re the Director of a large school or a classroom 
teacher trying to engage a team of parents or students, 
knowing the why is vital. Knowing how to express it is 
another game altogether. Visions in education are invariably 
written in meaningless truisms. In this workshop, you will 
take an existing challenge or headache in your work, rewrite 
your vision, or create a new one, for a school, for a class 
or for a new project. And there won’t be one “excellence”, 
“paradigm” or “21st century” in sight.

 The Interactive Read Aloud: The Component That Ties 
It All Together (Christy Curran)

In this workshop you will learn the power of the 
Interactive Read Aloud. How it will support your children’s 
comprehension work as well listening and speaking practice. 
You will learn how to plan a read aloud considering all areas 
of literacy in mind. You will learn how to select books that 
matter and support other areas in your day.

 Unpacking Fractions: Teaching and Learning Fractions 
with Understanding; for Grades 3–7 (Monica Neagoy)

In truth, fractions are considered one of the most difficult 
topics for students to learn and teachers to teach. 
Historically, the teaching of fractions has focused primarily 
on teaching rules, algorithms, and procedures. Recent 
standards for mathematics have raised expectations for 
teachers and students by emphasizing understanding and 
visualization. Informed by research and 25 years of practice, 
this session will:

5. Address students’ main misconceptions about fractions
6. Provide seven fundamental insights into sound fraction 

pedagogy
7. Explore challenging problems that help address 

students’ misconceptions
8. Highlight bridges from elementary fractions to key MS 

and HS math concepts.

 
Session 5, 13:45–14:45

 Faculty and Student Presentations


