SGIS Primary working group meeting
Thursday, 3.5.07 in JFK School, Saanen

Those present : Keith Rhodes(Nations) Bill Lovell & Bryce Lovell (JFK) 

                           Tom Skewer (ISL) Marion ? & Patrick Macazaga (Haut-Lac)
What events does SGIS Sports provide for the Primary age group?

After deciding that the function of this group was to develop the sports opportunities of the Primary age group only, it was determined that the following events were available for this age group:

Swimming(1)/Skiing2+2invit.)/Unihockey(1)/IndoorFootball(1)/OutdoorFootball(1)/Badminton(1)/Athletics(1invit.)/X-Country.(2)
Do these events provide  suitable facilities and environment for competition and/or sports development at the Primary age? 

Interms of facilities this was usually the case but certain events like the X-Country in Lausanne were possibly unsuitable due to the type of course available. This course was had too much of its length out of view for spectators and teachers. This problem prevented the encouragement that children of this age need to receive from happening.

It was generally observed that the environment was exclusively competitive employing an elimination system, preventing maximum participation.

So, what should happen?

Although it was unanimously decided that the existing events should not be modified  at this stage, it was agreed that other more pedagogical, ‘fun’ activities should be introduced for Primary children.This would mean the introduction of different Primary –orientated rules for these events.

In Cats.5&6 there should be a much more informal approach which would promote learning and not just competition. The meeting of school groups on a regional basis (to avoid long travelling), promoting participation and not elimination, could be set up in a ‘sports clinic’ form. This type of encounter would have its principal goal in the development of skills in an informal situation where players would be mixed up all the time even in the ensuing mini-tournaments that would finish the sessions.

Even in the existing tournaments, the philosophy of informality and learning should be inherent in the tournament structure. (e.g. only round-robin and no elimination)

What new events could be introduced?
New sports : Tchoukball and Dodgeball

New events: new, co-operative games days

                     ‘fun athletics’ meets

Where would these events take place?

A regional organization, facilitating organization would be introduced grouping schools in the following way:
Region 1: Berne, Basel, Zurich and Zug
Region 2 : ISGx3, CDL, Lancy, ISL, H-L, St.G, Aiglon,JFK

(are there any other schools with Primary sections?)

Should Primary Sports be linked to the Physical Education curriculum?

It would facilitate the expansion of Primary-age sports if schools could  follow the same P.E. programmes within a given term so that the events organized would have some relevance to every-day sport within the primary school.

If  Primary non-specialist P.E. teachers need help in this area there are courses available, in English, that can be set up in Switzerland.
Similarly there could be teaching clinics in a wide variety of activities on a voluntary presentation basis by our specialist colleagues.

What’s next?

These suggestions will be discussed in an open meeting for all  interested schools on:

FRIDAY JUNE 8th. in Gümligen at 10:00.

Hope to see you there,

Keith Rhodes
