
 
 

 
SGIS Spring Athletics Directors Meeting 

 
Thursday 3 May, 9:30–14:30, Bärtschihus, Dorfstr. 14, 3073 Gümligen (Berne) 

 

Minutes 
  

1. Roll call / Introductions (ISZL)  

School Short name Athletic Director 
Aiglon College Aiglon Michael Thompson 
Beau Soleil College Alpin International Beau Soleil absent 
Black Forest Academy Black Forest absent 
Brillantmont Intl. School Brillantmont Ali Zerika 
Collège du Léman CDL excused 
Ecole d'Humanité Ecole absent  
Haut-Lac Ecole Internationale Bilingue Haut-Lac Serge Bodenghien 
Institut auf dem Rosenberg Rosenberg absent 
Institut Le Rosey Le Rosey Geoff Stenson 
Institut Montana Montana Jamie Hill 
International School of Basel  ISB Moana Whatarau 
International School of Berne Berne Dahni Sollberger / Lena Lundberg 
International School of Geneva Campus de Nations Nations absent 
International School of Geneva La Châtaigneraie La Chat Emma Calcutt / Linda Pujol 
International School of Geneva La Grande Boissière LGB Patrick Macazaga 
International School of Lausanne ISL Joanna Mc Arthur 
International School of Monts-de-Corsier Corsier absent 
International School of Rheintal Rheintal absent 
International School of Winterthur ISW Shane Peter 
International School of Zug and Luzern ISZL Hans Engl 
John F. Kennedy School JFK excused 
Kumon Leysin Academy of Switzerland KLAS Maryanne Bertazzo 
La Cote International School La Cote Julien Babin 
Leysin American School Leysin Ethan Harris 
Lyceum Alpinum Zuoz LAZ excused 
Neuchatel Junior College Neuchatel Draco Szathmary 
St. Georges  St Georges Jan Hill 
St. Gilgen International School St Gilgen Jeremy House 
The American School in Switzerland TASIS excused 
Terra Nova Bilingual School of Zurich Terra Nova absent 
The Inter-Community School of Zurich ICSZ Elinor Osborne 
Wallisellen International School Wallisellen absent 

Zurich International School ZIS Gary Wright 

 
-‐ Introducing sports committee members: Moana Whatarua (ISB), Ethan Harris (Leysin), Patrick 

Macazaba (LGB), Elisabetta Hansen (TASIS) and Jamie Hill (Montana) 
-‐ Good-byes: Elisabetta Hansen (TASIS) will return to the States, Jamie Hill (Montana) will take on a 

new role at Montana, Juan Diaz (La Chat) has left school. All the best to them!  
-‐ Welcome: Emma Calcutt (LaChat) and Lena Lundberg (Berne) 

 
2. Update contact information (ISZL): See attached “SGIS Sports Contacts 2012-13” 

 
3. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising (ISZL): 2nd by MW. Minutes accepted.  

 
4. Hosting Tournaments (Committee) 

-‐ Obligations and consequences: all SGIS member schools who actively participate in the sports 
tournaments must make an effort to host or co-host tournaments. The number of tournaments being 
hosted by a school should reflect their size and involvement in the sports events. An addition to the 
handbook has been proposed by the Executive and will be discussed and voted on in agenda item 6.c. 

-‐ Preferred to be on weekends: Schools should make an effort to host tournaments on weekends. 
This is especially important for Middle and High School events. E.g. Cat. B boys and girls soccer 
tournaments would benefit from a weekend hosting, as more schools can participate. DS pointed 
out that some major tournaments have traditionally been hosted midweek, like the SGIS Cat. E 
soccer and Invitational 6-school. This should of course be considered and not necessarily changed. 
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5. Tournament review and scheduling (ISZL): Information from each host school on: 
a. Issues and recommendations from 2011-12 

i. Teams not invited to Invitationals (Cat. A girls volleyball ISL): this tournament is an early 
season event with good level of matches, but can only cater for a maximum of 8 schools, 
contact JMA if you are interested to become part of it. 

ii. Open to everyone from SGIS group (Cat A indoor football ISL): very popular event, being a 
SGIS tournament it must be open to all schools, will be run as a 2-day Sat-Sun event to cater 
for all interested teams. 

iii. Maximum entries (Cat. A-F crosscountry ISL): 6 entries per category and sex guaranteed. 
Schools can indicate interest for more participants, tournament director may allow extra 
entries after registration deadline has passed. 

iv. Teams pulling out / borrowed players (Cat. D girls soccer St Georges): a late cancellation has 
negatively impacted the tournament schedule, a team travelling had to play w/o warming up. 
Another team had to borrow players in the morning, and then won the tournament. An 
addition to the handbook has been proposed by the Sports Committee and will be discussed 
and voted on in agenda item 6.g. 

v. Tiebreaking procedure / B teams in Cat. A / playing time (Cat. A soccer TASIS): a different 
tiebreaking procedure had been applied, which was agreed on in the coaches meeting. This 
had caused a different standing for places 1-3, and caused irritation amongst coaches. 
Tournament directors must always use the format described in the handbook, and not allow a 
different procedure to be used. An addition to the handbook has been proposed by the Sports 
Committee and will be discussed and voted on in agenda item 6.i. 

vi. Overage players / games schedules (Cat. C Girls & Boys soccer La Chat): Nations and Basel 
had fielded overage players and had to be disqualified. The game schedule was not practical 
and had to be changed to allow for a proper tournament format. The tournament director 
failed to request and post rosters, and some coaches had submitted roster scribbled on a 
tissue, which created resentments amongst coaches and Athletic Directors. Rosters must be 
computer generated, ideally generated from a school database. No handwritten rosters 
allowed. Tournament directors should report to the SGIS Chair if a school does not send a 
roster. The SGIS Chair should inform the Director or Principal, if their school fails to send a 
roster. An addition to the handbook has been proposed by the Sports Committee and will be 
discussed and voted on in agenda item 6.d. 

vii. Refereeing and scorekeeping (Cat. A boys’ basketball KLAS): concerns have been raised 
regarding (a) referees and scorekeepers, and (b) coaches behaviour. HE (a) recommended 
that there should be 2 referees per game and (b) proposed to install a grievance committee of 
3 experienced coaches who can act on issues arising at the tournament and reinforce 
coaches expectations. MB pointed out that the extra referees would have a significant cost 
impact of more then CHF 600 per school. A solution could be to have 1 referee and 1 extra 
table official per game, which would have a lower cost impact and gave extra officiating 
support. MB will look into this for her next tournament. Another question arose, whether this 
tournament should be of invitational status. Due to its historical aspect, having been the first 
ever SGIS tournament, there was consensus to keep it the SGIS fall season championship. 

 
b. Dates and hosts for 2012-13: see attached SGIS Tournament Schedule 2012-13. Thanks to all 

schools sending in their proposed dates and events. Still to be confirmed: 
 

Month Day Date Tourname
nt Sport Cate

gory Sex Host School 

September Saturday 8 (TBC) SGIS Tennis C-D Boys 
& Girls St Georges 

November Saturday 3 (TBC) SGIS Football D Boys La Cote/Le 
Rosey/StGeorges 

November Saturday 3 (TBC) SGIS Football D Girls La Cote/Le 
Rosey/StGeorges 

February Saturday-
Sunday 

23-24 
(TBC) SGIS Basketball C Boys Nations 

May Wednesday 1 (TBC) SGIS Tennis C Boys 
& Girls ISL 

October/November  TBA SGIS Football 
indoor C Girls TBC (Brillamont can only 

do January or February) 

January/February  TBA Camp Ice 
Hockey A-C Boys LAZ 

January/February/March  TBA SGIS Basketball D Boys TBA (Brillantmont? instead 
of indoor football?) 

April/May  TBA SGIS Golf A-D Boys 
& Girls 

TBA (CDL? or someone 
else?) 

May/June  TBA Invitational Field 
Hockey A-C Girls LAZ 
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6. Changes to handbook (in italic): see attached SGIS Handbook 2012-13 
 
a. Rename Sports Coordinator / Head of Sports to SGIS Sports Chair p. 3, 4, 5, 7, 9 and 13 

 
Clarification due to inconsistent naming, and confusion with a school’s sports coordinator or head 
of sports position. The terms “SGIS Sports Coordinator” / “SGIS Head of Sports” have been 
replaced by the term: “SGIS Sports Chair.” 
 

b. Two SGIS Cat. A Basketball tournaments p.6 
 

“The SGIS tournament will happen within the seasons allocated above. There is one SGIS 
championship tournament for every sport. Due to the seasonal and historical nature of category A 
basketball, there are two SGIS championships: one in fall and one in winter.” 
2nd by EH. Unanimously accepted. 
 

c. Hosting Obligation p.10 
 
“HOSTING OBLIGATION 
Each school actively participating in the SGIS sports tournaments should be expected to host or 
co-host an SGIS tournament according to the needs of the SGIS tournament schedule.” 
2nd by JH. Unanimously accepted. 

  
d. Age Categories & Eligibility p.7 

 
“All competing students must be currently enrolled at an SGIS registered school to be eligible to 
participate in any official SGIS Sporting Competitions. The enrolment entails being involved in at 
least 50% of the academic curriculum of the school.” 
2nd by GS. Unanimously accepted. 
 
“For contact sports, such as football, hockey and basketball, players are only allowed to play up 
one category.  Schools submitting a team roster, which includes players playing up one category, 
take responsibility for the participation of the players listed.  It is at the discretion of the school 
sending the team as to which students have the physical and skill attributes to play up one 
category.”  
2nd by JH. Unanimously accepted. 
 
“If a team knowingly fields over age players at any tournament and by doing so breaches either 
the rules of the tournament or the rules described in the SGIS Sports Handbook, the school 
involved may face a sanction on their continued participation in SGIS Tournaments. The principal 
of the school should be informed. Any sanction to be decided by the SGIS Sports Committee. 
 This may involve a school being blocked from entering the same tournament in the following year. 
Repeat offenders will face more serious sanctions with their case referred by the SGIS Sports 
Committee to the full SGIS Executive Committee.” 
2nd by DS. Unanimously accepted. 
 
“Overage players can act as managers but are not allowed to play. Managers may receive a team 
medal.”  
2nd by SP. Unanimously accepted. 
 
“Category B teams should not be allowed in a Category A team tournament, with the exception of 
inviting a “B” team in order to enhance the tournament format. Priority should go to the host 
school’s “B” team. The extra team can only be invited after the registration deadline has passed. 
Respectively this should also apply to categories C, D, E and F.”  
2nd by LP. Unanimously accepted. 
 

e. Pre Tournament p.11 
 
“Invitational tournaments should be posted on the website, but invitations need not be sent out to 
all member schools. Athletic Directors must contact the tournament director to find out the 
possibility of participating.”  
2nd by ES. Unanimously accepted.  
 



	  

4 

“Coaches submit rosters with DOB and players’ numbers to their Athletic Director prior to the 
tournament. The Athletic Director checks and submits the roster to the tournament director at least 
3 days before the tournament. The rosters must be posted or available to view for all teams on the 
tournament day. Changes should be submitted on the day of the tournament. If the tournament 
director does not receive the team roster, s/he will remind the Athletic Director. The team may be 
banned from the tournament if the Athletic Director fails to submit the team roster.”  
2nd by MB. Unanimously accepted.  

 
f. Tournament Preparation p.13 

 
“c.  Remind the schools to send in their rosters 3 days prior to tournament.  The roster form can 

be found on the SGIS website.” 
“d.  Remind the coaches/Athletic Directors if the roster has not been received 3 days before the 

tournament. “ 
2nd by MB. Unanimously accepted (together with point 2 in agenda item 6.e.) 

 
g. Tournament Organisation p.14-15 

 
“Seeding Procedure: The tournament director is responsible for the scheduling and tournament 
format considering the previous year’s results, and based on the following example: 

 
Pool A Pool B 

1st 2nd 
4th 3rd 
5th 6th 
8th 7th 
9th  10th  

 
Geographical Spreading: The tournament director should consider switching teams from the 
second tier onwards in order to help balance the ‘geographical’ nature of the schools in each 
pool.” 
2nd by MB. Unanimously accepted. 
 
“Athletic Directors have to ensure that they have complete teams with a minimum of a couple of 
extra players. Teams borrowing players automatically become guest teams and cannot qualify for 
play-offs. They take the last place in pool play as well as in the final standings.” 
2nd by MT. Unanimously accepted. 
 
“Tournament organizer should not change the schedule unless all teams involved have been 
consulted and agree to the new schedule.” 
“Teams travelling from distance on the morning of the tournament, should be given priority for a 
later start. Indication of this should be made on the registration form.” 
2nd by JH. Unanimously accepted. 
 

h. Tournament Cancellation p.21 
 
“Official SGIS tournaments need a minimum 4 teams. If fewer than 4 schools sign-up it may either 
become an Invitational tournament or gets cancelled 4 weeks prior to the tournament.”  
2nd by EH. Unanimously accepted. 
 

i. Sport Rules: Football p.25 
 
“RESULTS 
In case of a tie in division play, places will be determined in descending order of priority as follows: 

1) Head-to-head 
2) Goal difference (maximum of 5 goals goal-difference per game)  
3) Goals scored. 
4) Goals conceded. 
5) Penalty shoot out will be held. 

Stages 2-4 only take into account the games of the tied teams.” 
2nd by MB. Unanimously accepted. 
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“PLAY TIME 
11-a-side: A minimum of 2 hrs and maximum of 2.5 hrs should be played per day. 
7-a-side: A minimum of 1.5 hrs and maximum of 2 hrs should be played per day.” 
2nd by JH. Unanimously accepted. 

 
7. Athlete’s eligibility for SGIS tournaments (Haut Lac / ISZL / Andy Croft) 

-‐ Haut Lac had raised a concern about a skier from Le Rosey, who participated in SGIS ski 
competitions as a member of the Le Rosey ski team. This student was not enrolled in the Le 
Rosey academic programme, but in the school’s ski programme. Hence, Le Rosey had allowed 
the skier to race for the school. As a result of this and in consultation with Andy Croft, Sports 
Liaison of the Heads Executive Board, the SGIS Sports Committee proposed an addition to the 
handbook, which was discussed and voted for in agenda item 6.d. 
 

8. Basketball refereeing (Hans Engl) 
-‐ Guidelines for referees 
-‐ 2 referees for Cat. A and B tournaments 
This agenda item had been discussed and recommendations been given in agenda item 5.a.vii. 
 

9. Rugby 7-a-side and 15-a-side guidelines (Hans Engl / Michael Thompson): This agenda item was 
postponed to the next AGM. 

 
10. Sports Committee: 2 open positions (Committee): The Sports Committee recommended a female 

Athletic Director to take Elisabetta Hansen’s place. Joanna McArthur kindly accepted the position as 
the new member of the SGIS Sports Committee – thank you! The second position has not yet been 
assigned. Jamie Hill (Montana) will confirm whether he will continue to be liaised with SGIS sports. 
The nomination will be deferred until the fall AGM. 

 
11. Fall Athletic Directors Meeting (ISZL) 

Thursday, 6 September 2012, 9:30-14:30 at Bärtschihus, Dorfstr. 14, 3073 Gümligen (Berne) 
 

12. A.O.B.  
- Players’ uniform numbers on the SGIS roster: HE will make the addition to the roster and post it 

on the SGIS website. 
- Records of last year’s results for seeding tournaments: HE will ask the SGIS webmaster to keep 

results as a link on the website. 
- Can 2-3 schools make up a combined team at a tournament? This would be equivalent to teams 

borrowing players, see point 2 in agenda item 7. 
- How can Cat. A Soccer tournaments involve more teams again? Possibly boys and girls at 

different weekends, when schools are not on holidays. To be looked at by TASIS. 


